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Dear Dive Friends! 

It has been a long time since the latest  News 

Splash, but from now on we will publish again 

4 times a year!  

Time to introduce you to some of our crew. We 

will present them every News Splash! ! Guests 

who visited us last year will see familiar faces 

and for our guests that we didnôt get a chance to 

meet - time to meet the crew now!  

You can find  

Astrid  and Chris 

at Dive Friends @ 

Dive Inn. They 

will make sure 

you have a swell time! For Tech Diving Chris 

is your man, read more on page 3. 

 

Yori  is teaching since De-

cember 2010 and is working 

at our locations: Yellow 

Submarine and Dive Inn. He 

is great doing the kids pro-

gramms! 

 

Everyone wants to know our 

Dive Master Frank. Wellé. 

that is what he likes to think! 

Guiding our boatdives and he 

is a good  lionfish hunter too! 

 

Lovely Marylou  can teach in 

English and German and is 

always smilling, She teaches at 

Yellow Submarine and will 

host our brandnew Eco-snorkel 

trips. Learn something new with Marylou! see 

page 3. 

 

Martin  had his own bakery  in 

Holland. He is an instructor at 

Yellow Submarine and he loves 

diving more than making pies ;) 

 

Everyone knows our Asko. 

He runs the 3 locations Yel-

low Submarine, Hamlet and 

Port Bonaire. He makes sure 

everything is organized well. 

 

When you meet Patrick these 

days, his hair is not this long! He 

can talk and talk and talk and he 

is also a good instructor! Fun 

guarenteed is he is your teacher! 

 

More Meet the crew in our next News Splash or 

if you cannot wait that long to see our smilig 

faces, visit: 

                       Our Meet the crew page. 

 

http://www.dive-friends-bonaire.com/meet_the_crew.html


Whatôs New at Dive Friends 
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You already know that Dive 

Friends Retail is an official dealer 

of Birckenstock. These shoes are 

really popular on Bonarie and you 

have to make sure you visit our 

shop Dive Friends @ Divers Discount at Kaya Grandi 

#18 when new arrivals are in!    

Do you miss Bonaire? Nowadays we are very active 

on Facebook, Twitter  and Hyves (= the Dutch 

Facebook) . We inform you about Bonaire and of course 

all that is going on in our company. Nice pictures are 

posted and who got certified too! We welcome you to 

post and share anything you like. We still have our 

Guest comment page on our website. If you want to add 

something on this page, just email : info@dive-friends-

bonaire.com. Or ad us as a friend or follower on 

Facebook,, Twitter  or Hyves 

More and more lionfish are spotted on our reefs, so 

after a training by Stinapa 

the lionfish catchers  are 

equipped with the ELF. 

This is a spear for kiling 

Lionfish only. Did you know that lionfish are really good 

to eat? We will post some of our favorite recipes soon!  

New parasols at Dive 

Friends @ Port Bonaire! 

Now you can sit in the 

shade while listening to 

Marine Park Orientation. 

Have a coffee, tea or other drink or just chill after your 

dives! It looks really cool!  

Professor Caren Eckrich and Sabine Engel did 

research on Algae growth in Lac Bay. Dive Friends 

Bonaire sponsors the tanks they used for this research.  

They found  an encrusting unidentified species of  

calcareous algae, Read more 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday January 16th, was Clean Up Time again at dive 

Friends Bonaire! This time we had 78 participants helping 

out. We were so pleased to see that so many people wanted to 

make a difference! The site to clean was the South pier, so we 

met at Dive Friends @ Dive Inn at 9.30.  

 

After the briefing from Susan 

(NetTech) and Asko (DFB) 

everyone geared up and went 

into the water. The shore vol-

unteers took the trash out of 

the water and they ensured 

that any animals that might have been inadvertently brought 

up were quickly returned into the water.  

 

Because the South Pier is a working pier, 

more trash than other   places is found 

here. A lot of trash has been removed. 

 

Of course NetTech and Dive Friends 

Bonaire organized their well known 

Barbecue for all participants at Dive 

Friends @ Yellow Submarine at 

the end of the day. Our 

volunteers brought great side 

dishes and deserts. 15 people 

were very happy after receiving a 

prize in the raffle!  

You can read more about the clean ups and few the pictures 

and video on our Clean Up Page and on Facebook. 

Successful Clean up Dive  

mailto:info@dive-friends-bonaire.com
mailto:info@dive-friends-bonaire.com
http://www.facebook.com/home.php#!/group.php?gid=22458636435
http://twitter.com/#!/DiveFriendsBon
http://twitter.com/#!/DiveFriendsBon
http://divefriendsbonaire.hyves.nl/
http://www.dive-friends-bonaire.com/pdfs/Reef_site.pdf
http://www.dive-friends-bonaire.com/2011_jan_16.html
http://www.facebook.com/home.php#!/group.php?gid=22458636435
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In keeping with our commitment to 

Conservation through Education, 

we are pleased to present our new  

Snorkel Eco Tour!  

 

Itôs a 3 hour after-

noon program. On 

Mondays and Fri-

days it starts  with 

a briefing about 

fish, creatures and coral identifica-

tion followed by a multi-site guided 

snorkel tour!  

 

 

Throughout the program, weôll ex-

plain how and why are reefs are pro-

tected and what YOU can do to pre-

serve our reefs for our future genera-

tion. 

 

On Wednesdays 

we offer the 

Turtle Safari  ! 

Briefing will 

focus on turtle 

identification, behavior and nesting 

habits. The reefs that weôll visit are 

know for their turtle sightings. 

 

We promise 

that you'll 

have a unique 

experience 

interacting with the marine environ-

ment in a positive way. Thereôs al-

ways more to learn! 

Itôs perfect for non-diving partners 

and families to share the fun and 

enjoy the underwater world.  But 

divers can learn a lot from this pro-

gram too.   

 

Price : $ 27,00 (minimum persons to 

go out is 6 ) 

New Snorkel Eco-Tour coming up at Dive Friends Bonaire 

 

At Dive Friends @ Dive Inn our instructor Chris is teaching Tech-

nical Courses from TDI. The TDI Intro to Tech Diving course is the 

perfect course for divers who have heard about technical diving and 

want to find out more about this exciting branch of advanced 

recreational diving. All rental equipment is available. 

 

Chris also organizes guided dives to the famous Windjammer (60 meters/200 feet) . 

Costs for a guide dive to this beautiful wreck is $108,00 (excl equipment). Minumum 

requirements: Advanced Nitrox and Decompression Procedures. (This is also a TDI 

Course we teach!) 

 

Airfills for Deco tanks are available too. For more information about Tech Diving, Deco Tanks, 

Technical courses, Technical Rental equipment or our guided trip to the Windjammer, send an 

email to info@dive-friends-bonaire.com.  

Tech Diving at Dive Friends @ Dive Inn  

mailto:info@dive-friends-bonaire.com
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Saturday January 29th Dive Friends 

Bonaire organized a great New 

Years Party for her staff, volunteers 

and people we worked with!  

 

We met at Port Bon-

aire around 4.45 pm to 

get on board of the 

Samour! The Samour 

is an authentic 56' Siamese junk, 

built in Bangkok, Thailand. 

 

 

 

 

We started sailing at 5.15 pm. There 

were plenty of drinks and nice lokal 

snacks were served.  

 

We were treated with 

beautiful sunset as it 

was time to head back  

 

As we docked we 

could see the 

indonesian staff 

ready with the 

wonderful indonesian food.  

Bami, Nasi, Chicken, Cucumber, 

fried banana and the sambal was 

extremely hot :).  

 

 

You couldnôt 

feel your lips 15 

minutes after 

you ate the 

sambal! 

There was a nice chocolate cake as 

desert, which everyone enjoyed!  

Then it was time to do the dishes. 

That was fun too for the people who 

had dish duty ;) 

 

Everyone had a great time.  

 

You can watch the Youtube video of 

our party by clicking here and the 

photos on our facebook page. 

Dive Friends Bonaire New Years party 

 

So what does a dive shop have to do with shoes?  Wellé.itôs kind of a long storyé.   

Photo Tours Retail has been supplying the needs of Bonaireôs locals and tourists 

alike for the past 20 years. If people ask for something, we give it to them!   

We started with flipflops and they sold really well and people asked for more. We 

moved on to Crocs and then Reefs and then Birkenstocks 

and even Nike. We started running out of room!   

When a great retail space just around the corner from Kaya Grandi became avail-

able, we jumped at the chance to create an exclusive shoe store.  Divers Discount will 

continue to carry a variety of fun souvenirs and gifts to remember your visit to Bon-

aire and Dive Retail Outlet will still carry top quality dive gear and accessories.   

 

But, if you blow out your flipflop or want the latest shoe styles from Europe and the USé.follow your feet 

about 20 steps around the corner from Divers Discount.   

The Shoe Store?  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a_eYt4j5YNk
http://www.facebook.com/album.php?id=1559748244&aid=2102741#!/group.php?gid=22458636435&closeTheater=1


Duikvaker ðHolland  
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On January 5th and 6th 

the ñDuikvakerò was or-

ganized for the 19th time 

for all divers from Holland 

and Belgium.  

 

The objectives of Duikvaker are:  

To promote the diving industry  

To promote dive / adventure destinations  

To promote underwater photography  

 

Frederique and Asko  

attended to meet our  

former guests and  

promote Bonaire to new di-

vers!  

 

It was a lot of fun meeting old crew members!  

 

 

Also our guests where asked to pose for a  

Picture and they all volunteered!  

 

 

       It was a   

          great  

       success!  

       

         

             More pictures on our facebook  page.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    End of Februari  

    Start Snorkel Eco Tour  

 

    Beginning of March    

    Opening New Shoe Store  

 

 April 9th  

 Clean Up Dive at It Rains Fishes Pier  

 

 May 5th  

 Instructors Development Course and  

 Instructors Exam  

  

 June 8th  

 World Ocean day -  That week 20% discount  

 on Peak Performance Buoyancy Specialty  

 

 September 17th  

 Clean Up Dive at Karelôs Pier 

Agenda  

http://www.facebook.com/album.php?id=1559748244&aid=2101478


Do you have friends, colleagues, 

family or somebody else who also 

wants to stay up-to-date with 

Dive Friends Bonaire? Then sug-

gest that they subscribe to our 

mailing list! 

 

Or, if you prefer to unsubscribe 

from our mailing list please use 

the link below or let us know by 

emailing info@dive-friends-

bonaire.com. 

 

Those interested may subscribe 

or unsubscribe at any time by 

using this link:  http://www.dive-

friends-bonaire.com/

subscribe_mailinglist.html 

Join our E -Mailing List  

Kees : All-round Dive Assistant 

Bon Bini Dive Friends, 

2010 has been an outstanding 

year for Dive Friends Bonaire, 

thanks to all our accomodation 

Partners and Travel Agents. 

We not only certified more 

than 1000 PADI dive students, in 2011 we are 

pleased to announce that we will also be 

teaching SSI. 

We are busy restructuring  our technical diving 

department and we are already offering an array of 

technical dive courses. 

 

For any of you itching to 

dive the windjammer, with 

special permission from 

Bopec, we can offer the dive 

on the ghost wreck. 

This year I will try to accommodate the 

snorkelers as well, specialty instruction 

like Fish and coral ID will become 

available for them. 

 

 

And last but not least, our 

underwater cleanups have been 

hugely successful. We are 

pleased to announce that our 

clean ups have earned us a 

special PADI Environmental Award. 

 

Dive Friends Bonaire management and staff are 

looking forwards to welcoming you back in 2011. 

 

Wishing you safe diving. 

 

Pascal de Meijer 

General Manager 

 

ǒ Any thing you want to know 

about Dive Friendsé.. 

Ask our dive assistant : 

Kees!  
Email your question and  the nicest 

questions + answers will be 

pulished in the next News Splash: 

info@dive-friends-bonaire.com.  

mailto:info@dive-friends-bonaire.com

