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We are very pleased to 
announce that we have 
been named a PADI Five-
Star Gold Palm Instructor 
Development Dive Resort. 
 
This means that Dive 
Friends Bonaire is commit-
ted to offering instructor 
development programs 

(IDCôs) and continuing education opportuni-
ties to dive professionals.  
 
Accordingly, we will hold our initial Instructor 
Development Course (IDC) beginning No-
vember 25th, 2009 to coincide with the next 
Instructor Examination (IE) to be held on Bon-
aire December 5-6, 2009. Conducting both 
the IDC and IE in Bonaireôs clear, warm wa-
ters make both the course and exam an en-
joyable experience! 
 
So why wait? Get started today and sign up!  
For more information regarding the participat-
ing in the IDC please visit http://www.dive-
friendsbonaire.com/idc.html or contact Angela 
at info@dive-friendsbonaire.com 
 
 

  

Weekly Rum Punch Party  
Our Rum Punch Party is the hottest ticket on the island!  Every Monday from 5:30 to 

6:30 pm, the pier in front of Dive Friends @ Yellow Submarine is THE place to see and 

be seen!  Thatôs no surprise since itôs the best place to meet other people, the staff, just 

have fun together, enjoy FREE Rum Punch and snacks and to meet hairy, slobbery four

-legged friendsé.noénot our crew!  Our dogs!   If youôre suffering from dog withdrawal, 

this is where you need to be.  One of our last Rum Punch Parties included four puppies 

as well as Kees (our all round dive assistant) . We definitely wanted to share this with 

you since this was super-cute. Luckily for us, the puppies made fast friends and kept 

everybody entertained with their antics.  What more could you ask for?  A beautiful Car-

ibbean sunset in the background?  Well, we can supply that as well!  To attend the par-

ties vicariously via our Pier Cam, go to: http://www.dive-friends-bonaire.com  

Face-lift for the dive boat fleet 
We are very pleased to tell you about the 
renovation of our dive boat fleet. During the 
last three months all of our three boats have 
been renovated. In total we have three boats 
named óGrote Subô, óKleine Subô and óDive 
Frenzy.ô  
 

óGrote Subô a 32-foot (10 
meter) Venezuelan-made 
vessel, is powered by 
two, new 150-horsepower 
Yamaha four -stroke en-
gines, to conserve fuel 
consumption as much as 
possible. óGrote Subô car-

ries a maximum of 16 divers, plus a crew of 
two.  
 
óKleine Subô is a 27- foot (9 meter) transport 
boat, powered by a 165- horsepower Perkins 
diesel engine. óKleine Subô 
carries up to 30 snorkelers 
or a maximum of ten di-
vers, with either one or two 
crew.  
 
Dive Frenzy is powered by 
two 100-horsepower, Ya-
maha four-stroke engines, and carries tank 
racks behind the seating. 
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From the 4th to the 7th of November, Dive Friends Bonaire will be attending the  DEMA Show.  The Diving Equipment and 

Marketing Association or DEMA hosts an annual trade show, held in Orlando, Florida. DEMA is one of the biggest trade 

shows in the industry and promises to ñBring You Networking Opportunities, Business Education and Product Knowl-

edge.  DEMA Show is the only event for dive, adventure travel and action water sports professionals where you can see over 

600 exhibits, learn from dozens of DEMA, Exhibitor and Training Agency-sponsored seminars and connect with over 10,000 

industry colleagues from around the world!ò  The DFB stand will be manned by Gerrie Fokke and Pascal de Meyer. Of course, 

we will have some amazing show specials, so we hope that you take the time to stop by for chat.! 

Upcoming Dema Show 

 

Dive Friends Bonaire endeavors to be on the cutting edge of dive technology in order to 

offer you the very best.  Therefore, we are proud to announce that we are now an Offi-

cial SCUBAPRO Dealer.  Not only does that mean that our rental gear is top of the line, 

we also will be carrying a full range of products in our shop.  We agree with their motto 

of ñDeep Down You Want the Very Best!ò   

 

SCUBAPRO first appeared in the scuba diving world in the early 1960's.  It was guided 

by two men, Gustav Dalla Valle and Dick Bonin.  They brought to the market many 

innovations for diving that are still being used today.  The 1964 catalog featured every-

thing the diver could want, including regulators, recompression chambers, and submarines.  In 1965 the first version of the 

Jet fin first appeared.  After 40 years the fin is still popular with technical and military divers worldwide and is one of the 

most copied scuba products ever sold.  In 1966 the catalog also added the Automatic Decompression meter, a forerunner to 

the modern dive computer.  Back mount BC's, weight integrated systems, the Classic style STAB jacket, and other innova-

tions continued to be introduced throughout the years.  

 

Today, SCUBAPRO UWATEC remains a premier manufacturer of scuba diving 

equipment and employs over 400 people in 17 locations spread over 13 countries, 

covering 4 continents. At least 1 in every 2 employees is a diver and in several 

countries over 80% are divers, and over a third are instructors. Stop by to admire 

our sleek new displays and check out the best diving equipment on offer! 

SCUBAPRO Dealer and Shop 
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At Dive Friends Bonaire, we be-

lieve in putting our money where 

our mouth iséand this is making 

our dive crew extremely happy!  

We think that SCUBAPRO is the 

best gear around, so weôre having 

our dive crew test it out.  In order to 

reward our long-term employees 

and to keep them safe and looking 

good (of course), weôve given them 

a full set of new dive equipment.  

The first shipment of new crew gear 

 arrived and it was like kids on 

Christmas morning!   Shiny new  

regulators, swanky new BCDs and 

cozy new wetsuits!  Yippee!  Ask 

any of us to show off our new gear 

and ask questions about perform-

anceé.sorry, but youôll be stuck 

listening to us for a while as we 

ñgeekò out and tell you how great it 

is! 

New Equipment for Instructors??!! 

 

Renovation Yellow Submarine Floor  

Although our wooden deck floor at Yellow Submarine served us well for many years, it was time 

for an upgrade.  It was starting to get a bit slippery and not so nice looking.  So we had ourselves 

another ñslow seasonò project to complete!  The old floorboards were ripped out and we found all 

sorts of interesting things underneath themémostly pens and o-rings!  Then the new concrete 

floor was poured.  It was a lot of hard work, but now it looks better and is a much safer place for 

wet divers to walk around. Stop by and check it out!  

Renovation Dive Inn Pier 

If you spend any amount of time in the Caribbean, youôll notice that Tropical Storms and Hurricanes 

are like the eccentric uncle in the family.  Mention the name, and everybody sort of rolls their eyes and 

starts telling stories.  Well, the legacy of Hurricane Omar will soon be put to rest.  During our slow 

September, final repairs are being made to the pier in front of Dive Inn.  Omarôs strong storm surge 

rendered the pier unsafe for docking, but weôre getting all fixed up and operational in time for the beginning of cruise ship sea-

son.  This will be a great advantage to our crew as well as all of our other diving guests.  On cruise ship days, weôll be running 

dive excursions for them from Dive Inn and this will leave our other three locations to be their usual chilled out, laid back, re-

laxed, island-style dive centers! 

Renovations at Dive Friends Bonaire  


